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Pundamilia nyererei “Mwanza Gulf”. Dominant male,
approximately 1 year old. Submitted by Mr. Ed White.
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The dog days of summer are upon us, and with that comes a new SELAS fiscal year. We have a new
executive committee with myself as president, CJ Bourg as vice‐president, Osh Leveque‐Perkins as
treasurer, Charles Credeur as Secretary and John Standiford as Sergeant at Arms. I am very impressed
with the dedication of the members from the Lafayette area. There are only a few of them, but they are
very active with SELAS, with 2 of them sitting on the executive board. On that note, has anyone seen
Jim Valenzuela? He is from that area, but did not turn in his normal “On the Road with Jim Valenzuela”
article. Perhaps he finally got out of the hobby!
We have also issued new membership cards that also feature
the store locations that accept the cards on the back. Be aware
that counterfeit ones are out there. The easiest way to
identify the fake ones is if they are missing the “H” in
“Southeast.”
There is no more classified membership, so everyone can
now post on the classifieds. We have also started a family
membership. As an added benefit to the paying members, bidder cards are now $5 each at
live auctions, but still free for paying members.
August will be a fun month for fish keepers. First, there is the Houston Aquarium Society
auction on August 2, followed on August 9 by the SELAS social and auction in Baton Rouge.
Food and drinks will be provided to all thanks to the dues of the paying members; however,
people are more than welcome to bring in food and drinks for the group. There is also an
indoor play area for the kids; however, they must be supervised by their parents.
Finally, as I was afraid of, there is a lack of people willing to write articles for the
Sentinel. In this issue, 2 of the 3 main articles were published in other club’s magazines
originally. This is not a huge deal, but it would be nice to have more original content, so
if you want to write an article, feel free! I would also like to publically thank James
McPherson for writing an article on short notice as well as Osh Leveque‐Perkins for
assisting with the production of this issue.
Happy fish keeping and see you August 9 in Baton
Rouge!

William “Clay” Trachtman
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This article first appeared in the September and
October 2004 issues of The Lateral Line, the official
publication of the Hill Country Cichlid Club.

T

he Pundamilia complex of animals contains
some of the most beautiful brightly colored
organisms found in Lake Victoria. This
genus is in constant revision and most
individuals of this grouping are recognized
by where they are found rather than an adopted name.
I feel as work progresses with Pundamilia, we will see
an entire revision of this genus with species, sub‐
species, and locale variants. Identifying an individual
nyererei is important to the hobbyist because all fish in
this grouping will interbreed. We must do everything
we can to ensure our strains are as pure as possible.
Some Pundamilia nyererei may be extinct in the wild
and most are certainly threatened to some extent.
There may be no going back to the wild to collect these
fish so it is our responsibility to do everything we can to
propagate true lines. Never mix variants of Pundamilia.
Pundamilia nyererei are not large fish. Maximum length
is around three inches with the females usually being a
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bit smaller. Nearly all the female Pundamilia nyererei,
regardless of locale, look similar. Basic coloration
consists of a tan brown body with straight vertical
striping. Fins are translucent and colorless for the most
part with slight tingeing of blue in the dorsal fin. It is the
males of this species which we concentrate on because
color and body patterning is unique enough to be able
to pin down what variant we are dealing with.
Pundamilia have a nearly straight slope to the forehead.
The mouth contains three to five rows of randomly
spaced bicuspid and unicuspid teeth. Along the lateral
line nyererei have small, deeply embedded scales. This
is very evident when comparing these fish alongside any
of the Paralabidochromis species. All males of this
complex are brightly colored, with red being
predominant in most cases. Throughout the southern
portion of Lake Victoria, Pundamilia nyererei are
restricted to small pockets where it would appear that
they have evolved as an isolated group. The most
obvious barrier that keeps differing nyererei locales
from interacting is open water. These fish frequent the
shallows where they feed mostly on the small creatures
associated with algal growths. There are local
populations far removed from each other that are
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similarly colored, but it is unlikely that these fish came
from a common ancestor. More likely, this is a case of
parallel evolution.
One species of fish formerly known as Pundamilia
"zebra" nyererei has been reclassified as Pundamilia
pundamilia. This closely related species also has a
number of locale variants and is subject to revision as
well. I only mention this fish because I will not be
including it or mentioning it further. If you are trying to
identify your nyererei, and it is a black fish with vertical
barring, blue dorsal trimmed in red, anal and tail fin red
as well, you are probably dealing with a Pundamilia
pundamilia, not Pundamilia nyererei.
Keep in mind when reading the following species
descriptions that these observations were mostly made
on dominant males in full breeding dress.
Differentiation is much more obvious this way.
Pundamilia nyererei show individual color fluctuations
depending on mood as well as some variation between
individuals. This guide should be used as an outline and
if your nyererei varies slightly, this is perfectly
understandable within this genus.

Back portion is orange and fades to yellow towards the
tail. Caudal peduncle is dark, almost black.
Fin coloration: The dorsal begins at the first body bar
just behind the gills. The bottom portion is colored
orange 2/3rds of the way back. A blue line begins at the
first dorsal ray and turns blue‐green as it progresses
towards the tail. The tail portion of the dorsal fin is
totally blue with no orange left at all. The anal fin is
bright blue with 3‐5 egg spots. Pelvic fins are jet black.
The tail fin is translucent tinted blue with a dull red trim
on the end. Top portion of the dorsal is lighter than the
rest of the fin and a yellow color.

Python Island
Head coloration: Orange forehead. Jaw region is dark
blue. A thick black bar runs from the bottom of the jaw,
through the eye on a slant and around the forehead. A
dominant black bar runs across the forehead between
the eyes. Gill plates are blotched black.

Locale variants of Pundamilia nyererei:
Igombe Island
Head coloration: The head fashions a bright red fore‐
head that fades to orange as it recedes into the back
portion of the body. A bright blue band rims the top lip.
A black bar extends from the bottom of the jaw and
ends at the top of the eyeball. A single thin black bar
curves the forehead between the eyes.

Igombe Island: Photo by Greg Steeves

Body coloration: Seven wide black bars located from
behind the gill plate to the caudal peduncle. Barring
fades 3/4 of the way to the dorsal. The underside is
solid black. Mid sections of the body are bright yellow.
SELAS SENTINEL v. 1.3

Python Island: Photo by Greg Steeves

Body coloration: Four dominant black bars mark the
body. A black bar is also found behind the gill plate but
blotched in a manner that it is not as evident as the
more defined bars on the body. There is a bar on the
caudal peduncle as well but again, not as defined as the
four that adorn the body. The thick barring fades to a
thin line 3/4 up the body towards the dorsal. Back
portions of the body are a dull orange. Yellow body
portions are evident between the thick black bars but
are also blotched black along the lateral line. Underside
of the fish is jet black. The orange of the back extends
through the caudal peduncle and ends where the dorsal
fin begins.
Fin Coloration: The dorsal fin is light blue almost white
with tinges of orange at the front half. Dorsal fades to
almost translucent towards the tail. Anal fin is brightly
colored a vibrant blue that fades to red away from the
body. Four to seven egg spots adorn the back portion.
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Tail fin has bright blue fin rays that fade into red as they
reach the end. Tail fin is blue 2/3 and red 1/3. Pelvic fins
are the same black coloration as the belly portion of the
body.

Makobe Island
Head coloration: Top and bottom lips are rimmed
bright blue. From the top of the lip, through the eye,
and to beyond the gill plate is black. Forehead is brightly
colored deep red. Thin black bar runs between the eyes.
Thick black bar runs around the forehead fading
towards the back portion of the eye. A third black bar
runs around the back portion of the head where the
dorsal slope begins.

Ruti Island
Head coloration: Lips are lined blue with the top lip
being brighter than the bottom. A thick black bar runs
between the eyes. Lower half of the head is black
extending underneath the jaw. An undefined thin black
bar runs behind the eyes and around the forehead. Top
of the forehead is colored orange.

Ruti Island: Photo by Philippe Ble

Makobe Island: Photo by Greg Steeves

Body coloration: Five distinct thick black bars run from
the belly 2/3's up the body. Another bar is located
behind the gill plate but is obscured by the black
cheeks. The barring on the caudal peduncle is not
evident as the portion of the body from the beginning
of the anal fin to the tail fin is predominately black.
Bright yellow body markings are evident along the
lateral line. The top portion of the back is the same
bright red coloration found in the forehead. Faded
traces of black run to the dorsal from the body bars. The
black under side extends to engulf the full back section
of the fish with just a hint of red running along the top
of the caudal peduncle.
Fin coloration: The dorsal fin is bright red, the same
coloration as the top of the body. The last 5 dorsal
spines are colored blue and contrast clearly with the
rest of the fin. The tail is a solid red with blue tinges in
the rays along the middle of the fin. The anal fin is sky
blue with an orange tinge contained in the first 3 fin
rays. Three to seven egg spots are found near the back
portions of the tail. Pelvic fins are solid black with the
first 2 fin rays extending beyond the others.
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Body coloration: The entire underside of the body from
the tip of the jaw, extending well into the gill plate, is
black. Seven black bars are super‐imposed on a bright
yellow body. The yellow coloration extends to the
dorsal fin. The black body bars are thick 3/4 way up the
body and fade the top 1/4 towards the dorsal. Five bars
are dominant on the body with the last two towards the
tail not being as clearly defined. Bottom 3/4 of the
caudal peduncle is black with an orange hue running
along the spine.
Fin coloration: The region of the dorsal fin where it
meets the body has a black line running along its length.
The front 2/3 portion of the dorsal is bright yellow. The
back dorsal section is yellow fading to almost colorless.
The anal fin is of the same yellow coloration as the
dorsal with the front portion being darker than the end.
The back portion of the anal fin is hued red. The
brightest, most vibrant yellow, is found in the middle of
the anal fin. Three to six egg spots dot the back portion.
The tail fin starts out jet black and fades to translucent
with a faint hint of red.

Nansio Island "red flank"
Head coloration: The basic head coloration is a dull gray
to steel blue color. The throat is shaded lighter to
almost white. Bottom lip is lighter colored that upper
lip. A bar runs from the corner of the mouth into the
eye and thickens as it streaks around the head. A light
barely distinguishable bar runs between the eyes
halfway up the forehead. An orange spot can adorn the
4

gill plate, this is found in some individuals and not in
others.

of purple red speck between the bars and becomes
more predominant towards the dorsal.

Body coloration: The underside of the body is a red
orange coloration fading lighter to yellow towards the
tail. Seven black bars run from the belly right to the
dorsal region on the back. A red hue is present
throughout the body but much lighter along the belly
and darkening towards the dorsal. The region of the
caudal peduncle is dark blue black.
Fin coloration: The dorsal fin is turquoise in some
individuals and blue in others. Dorsal has a red border
running along the top in a thin line. The beginning of

Anchor Island: Photo by Kevin Bauman

Fin coloration: The dorsal is a solid red and of the same
shade and coloration as the upper regions of this fish
are. The anal and tail fin is colored solid red as well.
Three to five egg spots are located in on the further
reaches of the anal fin. Long black pelvic fins flow
underneath.

Zue Island "red head"
Nansio Island: Photo by Kevin Bauman

each ray is red and fades to the blue color halfway up
the fin. The tail fin is black in the region immediately
extending from the caudal peduncle and deep red for
the remaining portion. The anal fin is the same red
coloration as the tail with five to seven yellow egg
spots. The pelvic fins are black, fading to red in the
upper back section.

Head coloration: Bottom lip is lightly colored a white
blue. Basic face coloration is pink. Three faded bars run
across the forehead. The throat region is deep red and
merges into the pink of the face. A faded vertical bar
runs across the face and through the eye.
Body coloration: Seven clearly defined vertical bars are
clear on the body. The belly region is orange and fades
to yellow then pink towards the dorsal. The section of
the body above the anal fin is green. A lighter blaze runs
across the spine. (See Mwanza, Page 11)

Anchor Island
Head coloration: This nyererei is instantly recognizable
by it's incurved cranial slope, that is the forehead is
somewhat concave compared to other nyererei which
have a straight declining slope. Lips are a blue green
color. Bottom part of the head is black with the throat
region being lighter, nearly white. A clearly defined
black line runs between the eyes. The upper 1/3 portion
of the head is red and this coloration extends into the
body. Another black bar runs between the eyes up into
the forehead.
Body coloration: Seven black vertical bars adorn the
body. The barring is so wide that this fish has the
appearance of having a solid black belly region. Smidges
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Zue Island: Photo by Kevin Bauman
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acquired a few more from a local fish store, eventually
getting a school of about 10 fish in my 110 gallon cichlid
aquarium.

Synodontis multipunctatus: Photo by Ed White

S

ynodontis multipunctatus is native to Lake
Tanganyika in Africa, where is forms large
schools at a depth of about 130 feet1.
Adults get to be about 6‐7 inches long and
are very active. It is a great catfish to have
a small school of in a larger, African cichlid aquarium.
This catfish is unique in that it is a brood parasite,
meaning that it is a parasitic breeder. When the catfish
sees mouth brooding cichlids (cichlids that keep the
eggs in the mouth until the fry are able to freely swim)
spawning, the male and female catfish will dart in and
spawn with the cichlids. The female cichlid will then
accidently pick up the fertilized catfish egg and care for
it as its own offspring. The catfish will develop much
more quickly than the cichlid fry, and will eat all of the
other cichlid eggs that are being cared for in the mouth
of the cichlid. It is this reproductive process that gives
the fish its common name: the cuckoo catfish, after the
bird that reproduces in a similar fashion.
In the past, I had several Synodontis petricola with my
cichlids, but they were not nearly active enough for me.
I would only see them at feeding time. I heard that the
S. multipunctatus was a much more social fish, so I
wanted to give it a try. I first acquired a few individuals
from a Houston Aquarium Society auction, and then
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They were extremely social fish, always darting around
the aquarium and pestering the cichlids.
Other
inhabitants in the aquarium were a breeding group of
Labidochromis caeruleus (yellow labs) and a breeding
group of Aulonocara jacobfreibergi "Eureka" (Eureka
Red Peacocks). I had the catfish for several years, but
they never spawned for me. I would regularly strip the
female yellow labs and eureka reds, but there was
never a baby catfish to be found.

Synodontis multipunctatus: Photo by Ed White

Then one day, I was stripping a female yellow lab, and I
found a baby Synodontis multipunctatus in its mouth. I
was very happy. Sure it meant that I lost out on some
store credit (I grow the fry out and bring to the LFS), but
this was very cool!
It was very large for having just been born, nearly a ½
inch in length. It really wanted to get back into the
mouth of the host cichlid, (See Syno. Page 12)
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This article first appeared in the November / December
2013 issue of Flare, the official publication of the
International Betta Congress. Photos by Peter Barwald.

T

he Betta also known as the Siamese
Fighting Fish has earned a lot of notoriety
in the pet trade for over 100 years now
however it is still one of the most
misunderstood fish in the aquarium
market. The Betta commonly kept is Betta splendens
and is one of about 80 species of fighting fish found in
South East Asia. Bettas get their name from the word
“Bettah” which derives from the Thai word
“Ikan Bettah” which means fighting
fish. The Thai also use a word “Pla
kad” which translates to “biting
fish” to describe the Betta as well.

Betta splendens first came to
the United States in 1910
and
have
been
popular ever
sense. Since
that time a
number
of
myths have come about
to be accepted by a number of people.
A search on Betta Myths will not only bring
some of these to light but often times the
“truth” is also wrong. So what are you to
believe?
Myth One: Bettas come from fields and rice patties and
live in the depressions created by large hoofed animals
so therefore can live in small water cups. If not kept in
these cups they would have too much room and
suffocate because they cannot reach the surface.
Truth: Because of their anatomy Bettas are classified as
labyrinth fish. This labyrinth organ allows the Betta to
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absorb oxygen directly from the air and gives them
ability to live in small containers of oxygen poor water.
Although this means that can be placed in little cups
this is not conducive to long term care. Each Betta
needs a minimum of two and one half gallons to thrive
unless regular massive water changes are given on a
regular basis.
Myth Two: Bettas can live in vases and eat the material
on the roots of plants placed in the vases.
Truth: Bettas are carnivores and need to
have protein in their diet. If they
have nothing to eat they will pick
at the roots of these plants. It
would be similar to a
person
living in
a

forest
trying to survive
off of eating bark. It might put
something in the stomach but will
cause starvation in the long run.
Myth Three: Bettas are Siamese Fighting
Fish and will fight to the death when put together. In
fact the species is so violent males will kill females
instead of spawning.
Truth: Although they have been used for fighting the
vast majority of fights only end up with a few torn
scales and ripped fins. The fight normally ends when
one of them backs down and submits. The only problem
that can arise is when the two fighters are so evenly
7

matched that neither will submit then a death can
occur.

are adapted to your water they will do fine. The only
requirement is that they have clean water.
Myth Seven: Bettas do not need a heater.
Truth: That is true if you keep your air temperature
around 80 degrees Fahrenheit. Bettas are tropical fish
and require temperatures of 74 to 84 F to be in optimal
health. One problem is that they require their air
temperatures to be close to water temperatures. If not
then when they gulp atmospheric air they can catch
“pneumonia”. The easiest way to accomplish this is to
tightly cover their tank.
Myth Eight: Feed a Betta as much as he can eat in three
minutes.
Truth: This might work in a regular fish tank but in the
confined space of a Betta bowl this will not work at all.
Bettas if given foods to rich in protein and not enough
fiber are prone to constipation. This will look like a
swelling in their stomach and can be fatal. Feeding a
Betta a pea can help. If this does not then mineral oil
may need to be administered. After feeding your Betta
for a while you will probably get some idea of how
much food they need. The higher the temperature the
more food they do need.

Myth Four: Bettas do not need to have their water
changed.
Truth: This probably came from pet shops with very bad
management of fish or lazy employees. Bettas need
clean water or else they will suffer ammonia burn on
their fins and gills shortening their lives.
Myth Five: Bettas only live about a year and a
half.

Bettas come in a wide range of colors and assorted fin
shapes which add to their appeal in the Pet Industry.
The domestic Betta is probably the number one fish
sold in the pet trade. Bettas are the second oldest
species kept as pets, only the gold fish has a history
longer than Bettas. Bettas range in their behaviors
which also help endear them to their owners. Some are
flashy and aggressive; others are more timid and free
spirited. Like many animals each can have their own
behavior. But why so much variation?

Truth: A Bettas life span will be determined by
how they are kept. If given the best conditions
they can live up to ten years and I have had a pair
of wild Bettas live fourteen years. However most
Bettas live about two and one half years.
Myth Six: Bettas need special water.
Truth: Talk about a marketing gimmick. Bettas
are highly adaptable like most aquarium fish and
do fine in water from pH 5 to pH 9 from almost
no hardness to very hard. As long as the Bettas
SELAS SENTINEL v. 1.3
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The modern Betta is a compilation of about 26,000
genes. They have multiple alleles for color alone on top
of alleles for fin shape. Bettas can be solid color,
multiple colors, patterned or marbled. This variation
alone intrigues so many breeders across the world and
has led to the creation of the International Betta
Congress for the promotion and showing of Bettas. The
showing of Bettas has led to the development of new
varieties and new colors that will eventually find their
way to the pet shop. Examples of these are crowntails,
half‐moons and double tails that were once only found
in breeder stocks are now common in pet shops.
Veil Tails are the common pet shop type tail and the
first of the mutations that occurred in Betta breeding.
The first veil tails appeared over 100 years ago. The tail
is long and droops downward. This is considered a fault
in the IBC show circuit. This mutation is also dominant
over the short finned.
Crowntails are defined as any Betta that has reduced
webbing of the fins so that the rays extend past the fins.
IBC standards are specific as to how far they should
extend however a number of fish fall outside the
standards. Ideally the webbing should only extend to
about half of the length of the rays.
Halfmoons are defined as any Betta that has a tail
spread of 180 degrees. The tails edge should be crisp
and look like a half circle. These can appear in both long
finned and short finned varieties. Any spread over 180
degrees is commonly referred to as Over Half Moon
(OHM). There are many fish out there that are claimed
to be half‐moon that are clearly not. Also beware of
SELAS SENTINEL v. 1.3

stocks claiming half‐moon geno. Half Moon is a
phenotype so either the fish is or is not.
Plakats (Pla Kad) are the short finned version which is
the preferred form in Asia. Both males and females
have short fins which is recessive to long finned. Female
plakats are very difficult to distinguish between their
long finned sisters. Plakats can come in any of the other
tail types except veil tail.
Delta Tail is defined as a tail spread of 120 degrees
forming a triangle. Fin margins should be crisp and well
defined.
Super Delta Tail is defined as a tail spread of over 120
degrees but less than 180 degrees. The majority of IBC
show stocks fall into this category. These fish can
produce half‐moon stocks.
Round Tails are defined as any fish having a circular tail.
There will be varying degrees of how round the tail is
but for the most part the margins will be rounded with
no sharp edges.
So if you are looking for a “Pet” fish then a Betta is the
right pet. They can be found in almost any color. They
are relatively easy to care for given the right
environment. They are pretty immune to disease and
can be quite entertaining and each can have its own
personality. These are the qualities that many Betta
owners love and the reasons why they are the most
common pet fish in the United States. Note, more
goldfish are sold than Bettas but they are housed
incorrectly and die horrible deaths.
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t would be unusual to think that a pet store sitting
right on the Westbank Expressway - the major
thoroughfare of the Westbank of Jefferson Parish
- could be overlooked or unknown, but Rose
Garden Center has somehow managed that feat, and
for quite some time. Not that the business is unknown,
as it has been in operation continually since 1948 - since
1954 at its current location - but that it is entirely
possible to not even realize that there is a pet store
tucked away in the corner of its main building! Yet
there are roughly 3000 gallons of freshwater aquariums
lurking…

Rose Garden Center in Marrero, LA.

Rose Garden Center in Marrero, LA.
SELAS SENTINEL v. 1.3

Among the more unique parts of their aquarium setup
is that each aquarium is isolated - no central sump here
- and it is freshwater only, which gives the store a very
old-school feel, and means that the employees have to
get their hands dirty every week with water changing
and gravel vacuuming on a schedule. Darren Duhe, the
aquatics manager, has worked with the fish here for
“quite some time” (I’m told starting sometime before
the American Cichlid Association’s New Orleans
convention, give or take) - he can recall when blue-eyed
plecos cost but $40 and emperor plecos only $20!
Cassie Giveans, the aquatic specialist, has brought new
focus to the store with her interest in nano and planted
10

Rose Garden Center in Marrero, LA.

gravel, ornaments, water conditioners and treatments.
All the chemicals needed to manage a planted tank can
be found on offer, too. And more than 12 sizes of nets
for the discriminating net buyer (or just those of us who
can’t seem to find a net when they really need one!).
If you’d like to take a look at what must be New Orleans
longest-running pet store look them up at 4005
Westbank Expressway, Marrero, 70072. They are open
from 9 AM - 6 PM Monday to Saturday (closed Sunday),
and can be reached at 504-341-5664.

Rose Garden Center in Marrero, LA.

tanks, which shows old-school doesn’t have to mean
old-timey. What does shine through is a personal
approach, as both are more than willing, familiar and
capable to recommend the best species to keep in your
aquarium. And with each tank separate, it is far easier
to be confident that your purchase will be healthy.
Although Rose Garden Center fish stock changes all the
time, there is an emphasis on community species like
gouramis, tetras, and fancy livebearers as well as a large
selection of different Tanganyikan, Central & South
American, and Malawian cichlids. There are several
hundred gallons dedicated to pond fish, and they
seasonally offer imported Japanese koi. You can
generally count on finding at least a few tank-busters
scattered around, too (I’m partial to the food-begging
Mbu puffer, personally).
A very full dry goods stock lines the shelves, too:
Seachem, Jungle, Aquaclear, Fluval, Ocean Nutrition,
Tetra, New Life Spectrum, Wardley’s, Hikari and more
can be found for sale alongside a frozen food selection
that includes bloodworms, brine shrimp, clams on the
half-shell, and silversides. Full aquarium setups are for
sale alongside all the items needed to keep them:
filters, heaters, thermometers, driftwood, decorative
SELAS SENTINEL v. 1.3

Mwanza: Fin coloration: The dorsal fin is bright blue
lined and spotted red as it extends. The tail fin is
transparent and red colored. The anal fin is a blue green
with three to five egg spots. Pelvic fins are black along
the first two fin rays and fade to lightly colored red.

Luanso Island

Head coloration: Basic head color is steel gray with a
blue sheen. Three well defined lines run across the
forehead. The first bar is right above the lips and does
not run completely across the snout. The middle bar
runs between the eyes midway down the cranial slope.
A thick black vertical bar stretches from the corners of
the mouth, through the eye and across the top of the
forehead. Lips are light blue. A black patch stretches
from the throat and covers the gill plate.

Luanso Island: Photo by Marco Welss
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Body coloration: Underside is black. Seven black stripes
run vertically up the body and fade out 2/3 the way
towards the dorsal. A yellow background is visible
between the body bars and fades to red near the
dorsal. Caudal peduncle is yellow on top and black on
the bottom.

are not trying to make money off of the fry of your
cichlids!

Dorsal fin is bright blue specked in red and black where
it meets the body. Tail fin is black where it emerges
from the caudal region and then turns bright red. Anal
fin is blue with red markings along the fin rays. First two
fin rays in the anal fins are black. Five to seven egg spots
are found near the upper back portion of the fin. Pelvic
fins are black.
Pundamilia nyererei is well represented in the southern
portion of Lake Victoria. There are well over twenty
differing locale variants found in the Mwanza Gulf
region alone. I have included the more common
varieties that we as hobbyists are likely to see. The
eastern coast of Lake Victoria is largely unsurveyed
when compared to the south, so it would stand to
reason that we may see more amazing variants as
exploration continues. These fish instantly become
favorites of aquarists. Their small size, vibrant
coloration, and non-demanding requirements, along
with their ease of re-production are factors that will
hopefully keep Pundamilia nyererei in our tanks for
generations to come.
Syno.: but I kept it separate. I kept it in its own live
bearer breeder cage. I gave it a piece of PVC pipe to
hide in and feed it live black worms that I would put
near it using a pipette. After a month or so, it was large
enough to go into the big tank with all of the adults. In
the year and a half since that first catfish was born, I
have had 2 others. Both were the only catfish in the
mouth of the cichlid, both times it was yellow labs. I
have seen online where multiple S. multipunctatus will
be in the mouth of the host cichlid, but I have not had
this experience. I am not sure if it is because the yellow
lab is smaller than what would normally be the host
cichlid, or if it is because one S. multipunctatus will eat
the other S. multipunctatus fry before the stripping
takes place.

Synodontis multipunctatus fry with Labidochromis caeruleus:
Photo by William “Clay” Trachtman

Breeder’s Award Program
The Breeders Award Program (BAP) is set up to
encourage the proliferation of aquatic animals (fish and
invertebrates). It is intended to recognize achievement
in the breeding and rearing of aquatic animals by SELAS
members. If you are interested in participating, visit the
BAP section on the main SELAS website.

In conclusion, in my opinion this is a great catfish to
have in your aquarium if you meet certain criteria: you
are willing to have several of them (they do not do well
by themselves), you have a large enough aquarium (40
gallon breeder is the minimum in my opinion), and you
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SELAS Social at Charles Credeur’s House in Lafayette, LA (May 31, 2015)
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Holidays and Events
July 3

Independence Day Observed

July 4

Independence Day

July 30 – August 2

ACA Convention in Springfield, Massachusetts

August 2

Houston Aquarium Society Auction

August 9

SELAS Social at BREC Sherwood Forest (Baton Rouge)

August 13

Saints @ Ravens (Preseason)

August 22

Patriots @ Saints (Preseason)

August 23

Aquatic Swap Meet (San Antonio, TX)

August 30

Texans @ Saints (Preseason)

September 3

Saints @ Packers (Preseason)

September 4 – 6

MACNA Convention in Washington, DC

September 5

McNeese State @ LSU

September 7

Labor Day

September 12

LSU @ Mississippi State

September 13

Saints @ Cardinals

September 19

Auburn @ LSU

September 20

Buccaneers @ Saints

September 26

LSU @ Syracuse

September 25 – 27

FOTAS (Dallas, TX)

September 27

Saints @ Panthers
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